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RIVER CONDITIONS – HIGH WATER BULLETIN

 

High water flows from recent concentrated rains in the Ohio

River Valley continue to push down the Lower Mississippi. 

 

UPPER MISSISSIPPI RIVER

----

All locks are open and fully operational, having completed

recent M+R operations.

 

Water levels are slightly on the high side.   There is precipitation

in forecast for the Central Midwest.  Water levels will rise

next week and will likely implement some safety protocols

such as daylight transit in some areas.

 

OHIO RIVER

----

Flood stage waters are quickly flushing out.  All locks have reopened

and operational.   

 

Precipitation is expected to continue over the next couple of weeks

per below Map.  Rains are not expected to be severe enough in the

Ohio River Valley to affect a significant water rise or cause navigation

issues.

 

LOWER MISSISSIPPI RIVER

----



Waters on the northern areas of the Lower, near Cairo to mid-area have crested

and currently on the fall.   Waters along the mid-section from Memphis to New

Orleans are still on the rise as waters flush to the Gulf.

 

Safety restrictions such as daylight only passage under bridges and

tow size restrictions are in place.  Tows passing  through Baton Rouge can

only move during daylight and require an assist tug. 

 

Note below map, there is precipitation in the forecast over the

next couple of weeks that will affect the Lower Miss.  The precipitation

will likely prolong the high-water conditions and may produce another

rise.  Elevated water levels to last into 1st half May.

 

Forecast Map 2nd half April through early May.  Once May arrives

expect general drying out across the Midwest and Ohio River Valley.

 

 

Below Graphs, Ohio River likely to continue fall.  Per above comment, Memphis and Lower Miss likely to hold or have another bump due nearby forecast.



 

BATON ROUGE – NEW ORLEANS HARBORS

----

The water levels in the Harbor are still on the rise per below graph.  Forecast indicates precipitation in Lower Miss River Valley will continue

over the next couple of weeks.  Drying will occur thereafter.  Water levels can be expected to remain elevated into late May – early June.

 

Initial safety protocols start when gauge in New Orleans hits 12 feet.  I.E. Daylight only docking/undocking midstream terminals.  Additional



tug horsepower remaining in barge fleets. 

 

Numerous additional safety protocols kick in at 16 feet New Orleans gauge. Some anchorages are closed.  Max vessel drafts of 30 feet at

9 and 12 mile anchorages.  Mile 233 to 90 daylight transit only for ocean vessels.  Mile 166 to 233 daylight only all vessels.  For vessel deeper

than 35 feet, a standby pilot on board while anchored above New Orleans.

 

The US Army Corp of Engineers is currently testing the Bonnet Carre Spillway, the flood control structure just upriver of the city of New Orleans.

(mm 127 Lower Miss, east bank).  Phot below.  They intend to open the spillway in the coming week(s) to reduce flow downstream until levels

and flow drop.

 

 

Pilots recommend max vessel draft of 50 feet SWP to Mile180.  Mile 180 to Mile 234 – 45 feet.



 

Note,  during high water conditions there is a lot of sediment flow causing river bottom shoals to build up.

Anticipating this, the Bar Pilots require inbound vessels with draft of 38 feet or greater to enter SWP 8 hours before

or 2 hours after high tide at the Pass. 
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