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RIVER CONDITIONS

 

During early days of April heavy systems in the Ohio River Valley produced concentrated

rains causing flooding and high-water conditions on the Ohio and Lower Mississippi

Rivers.  Waters have fallen on the Ohio River and continue to flush down the Lower

Mississippi.  As we moved into 2nd half April, precipitation moved into the Southwest

and Central Plains,  providing much needed moisture and drought relief in those areas.

 

Temperatures during April have averaged above normal across the Country.

 

April Drought Map showing improvement in Southwest and Central Plains.

 

General Precipitation Map April 29 to First week of May.  Providing rain in Southwest

which will continue to help dryness in those area.  Thereafter dryness is expected to set in.



 

Table of Planting.  Progress was made over the last week and expected to stay

ahead of average and wrap up as forecast dryness occurs by early May.

WEATHER FORECAST MAY – JUNE

---

Precipitation and moderate temps will continue into early May.  Thereafter,  temps will increase and general dryness is expected

to set in along the West Coast,  Plains , and Midwest.   Weather systems are still bouncing around making long term forecasts a moving

target.  Weather patterns still need to settle in.  It is yet to be determined but there is concern excessive heat and dryness may be prolonged

throughout the Summer in the Southwest, Plains, and Midwest.

 

May – June Temperature Outlook



 

May – June Precipitation Forecast



 

CURRENT RIVER CONDITIONS

----

Rivers throughout the system are in good shape with exception being the middle to lower areas of the

Lower Mississippi River.  Water levels are still elevated as water off the previously flooded Ohio River flush out. 

 

Lower Miss from Memphis to New Orleans are still under safety restrictions due to high water. I.E.

Daylight passage only under bridges and tow size/ horsepower restrictions.  Tows are moving unusually

fast each day due to strong currents.

 

Other key rivers in the system from Upper Mississippi, Illinois, Ohio River, Arkansas Rivers are all

operating with normal water levels and without restrictions.

 

Map of Rivers in the system.  Lower Miss highlighted in RED with elevated water levels.



 

 



 

 

BARGE FREIGHT RATES

----

Note barge freight rates are subject to dramatic pressure due to tariffs and

market uncertainty.  Pricing will have to be continuously reevaluated.

 



 



 

 



 

BATON ROUGE – NEW ORLEANS HARBORS

----

The water levels in the Harbor are still on the rise per above graph.  Forecast indicates precipitation in Lower Miss River Valley will continue

Though next week.   Drying will occur thereafter.  Water levels can be expected to remain elevated into late May – early June.

 

Initial safety protocols start when gauge in New Orleans hits 12 feet.  I.E. Daylight only docking/undocking midstream terminals.  Additional

tug horsepower remaining in barge fleets. 

 

Numerous additional safety protocols kick in at 16 feet New Orleans gauge. Some anchorages are closed.  Max vessel drafts of 30 feet at

9 and 12 mile anchorages.  Mile 233 to 90 daylight transit only for ocean vessels.  Mile 166 to 233 daylight only all vessels.  For vessel deeper

than 35 feet, a standby pilot on board while anchored above New Orleans.

 

Pilots recommend max vessel draft of 50 feet SWP to Mile180.  Mile 180 to Mile 234 – 45 feet.

 

Note,  during high water conditions there is a lot of sediment flow causing river bottom shoals to build up.

Anticipating this, the Bar Pilots require inbound vessels with draft of 38 feet or greater to enter SWP 8 hours before



Or 2 hours after high tide at the Pass. 

 

The US Army Corp of Engineers is currently testing the Bonnet Carre Spillway, the flood control structure just upriver of the city of New Orleans.

(mm 127 Lower Miss, east bank).  Photo below.  They may open the spillway in coming week(s) to reduce flow downstream until levels

and flow drop.

 

 

HURRICANE SEASON 2025

----

It is still very early to forecast potential Hurricane activity for this season that starts end June.  Early projections

call for activity to be slightly above average.  However, there are key elements that will ultimately determine the

number, location, and strength of the storms.  Neither La Nina nor El Nino patterns are in play this year, both are neutral.



The real key is location of summer High pressure that sits somewhere in the Atlantic called Bermuda High.  The development

and exact position of the typically occurring Bermuda High have great influence on storms and storm tracks.  Last year,

a lot of storm activity was forecasted for the Gulf of Mexico.  Ultimately, the Bermuda High positioned itself in a perfect location

that prevented most storms from entering in the Gulf.
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