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RIVER CONDTIONS – HIGH WATER BULLETIN
As a result of heavily concentrated rains in the Ohio River Valley​ during the first week of April, the Ohio and Lower Mississippi Rivers
are still encountering high water conditions.
 
OHIO RIVER
Along the lower end of the river, near Cairo, locks have been​ partially or full closed since April 12.   Water levels are currently
expected to reopen by this weekend if levels continue to fall.​  Below precipitation forecast map calls for more rain in the
Central Midwest and Ohio River Valley through the end of April.
 
The additional rains could be heavy enough to prolong the​ high water conditions.  The situation will have to be monitored.
 
LOWER MISSISSIPPI RIVER
High water conditions remain from Cairo to New Orleans.​  Barge traffic is moving under certain safety protocols such
as tow size reductions and daylight only transit under bridges. ​  Some barge loading terminals remain closed until waters fall.
 
Like the Ohio River, forecasted rains over the next couple of​ weeks may prolong the high-water situation.
 
OTHER RIVERS IN THE SYSTEM
Other key rivers in the Inland Waterways are in good shape​ and operating under normal conditions.
 
NEW ORLEANS / BATON ROUGE HARBORS
The waters from the Ohio River rains are now reaching the​ Harbor and water levels are on the rise.  Water levels are now
reaching stages whereby high-water safety protocols will be​ implemented.
 
Daylight only transit for barge tows passing through Baton Rouge​ will soon be implemented.
 
Rising water levels above New Orleans may require the opening​ of the Bonne Carre Spillway diversionary channel.
 
Due to additional forecased rains in the Midwest and Ohio River Valley,​ high water levels in the Harbor may be extended into 2nd half May.
 
2nd HALF MAY PRECIPITATION – Per map, precipitation to remain steady.​  Depending on amounts accumulated, high water conditions may be
extended.
 
RIVER STAGES AT CAIRO AND LOWER MISS.  River stages at Cairo and​ Memphis have crested and starting to fall.  Both indicate a rapid fall back to normal
conditions, however, falls may be slowed or paused depending on amount of​ rain over next couple weeks.
 
River stage in Nola is on the rise as upriver flows push through to the Gulf.​ Expect to be in high water safety protocols into 2nd half May.
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