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U.S. RIVER CONDTIIONS

During May much of the Country experienced equal

to above normal amounts of precipitation. Noteworthy
were Texas and Southwest receiving much needed above
average precipitation. Areas missing precipitation were

Nebraska and into Indiana.

Map of May Precipitation Anomaly

Temperatures across most of the Country average above normal

as scene below MAY TEMPERATURE MAP

WEATHER FORECAST JUNE

There is a Bermuda High Pressure system parked in the Atlantic
and current location is dipping as far south as Florida. The location
of this high pressure will impact precipitation and Atlantic hurricane

activity in the coming summer months.

Presently the Bermuda High off the coast of Florida is funneling Gulf
moisture into the South and into the Ohio River Valley. Note areas in the
upper Midwest are missing moisture. This pattern is expected to

remain in place through June. Some areas of the Midsouth may

receive too much moisture which would be concerning for some

of the crop in those areas. The dryness in upper Midwest will be

concerning if moisture does not return by late June.

June Precipitation Forecast

June Temperature Map — cooler than average in South where

precipitation is expected.



July — August Preci

The all-important Bermuda High is expected to drift north which
would reduce moisture flow from the Gulf into the Country. The
further north the Bermuda High does potentially move, also exposes

more of the Gulf Coast and Atlantic Coast to Hurricane activity.

Currently forecasts do expect some drift to the north which would

keep areas of Midwest and West Coast dry during summer.

July — August Preci

tion Map

Valid: Jun-Jul-Aug 2025
Issuwd: May 15, 2025

July — August Temperature Map

VAN JUN-JUS-ALQ 20
Issued: May 15, 2025

CURRENT RIVER CONDTIONS

Currently all rivers are operating under normal conditions.
Per above precipitation maps, rains passing across the deep
South are keeping the southern areas of the Lower Mississippi

River slightly elevated but there are no safety protocols in place.
Looking ahead to mid to late summer, will have to monitor the set up and
location of weather patterns to determine where precipitation

may or may not occur and impact water levels.

Barge Freight Rates
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The graph above illustrates the barge freight rate costs in dollars over the last six years, along with projections through the end of Q3 2025.
Below are rates expressed as a percentage of benchmark tariffs for the main locations of the river.
Rates are predicted to continue lowering until August — September, when they are predicted to rise again.

Predictions for rates in September have increased since last update in April.

DATE ST PAUL ST LOUIS ILLINOIS ($4.81) | OHIO LOWER | MTCT ($3.14)
SAVAGE ($6.19) | ($3.99) ($3.99)
MAY ‘25 497.5% / $30.80 | 345% / $13.77 440.625% / 346.875% / 290.625% /
$21.19 $13.84 $9.13

JUN ‘25 462.5% / $28.63 | 320% / $12.77 417.5% / $20.08 | 327.5% / 287.5% / $9.03
$13.07

JUL 25 450% / $27.86 312.5%/$12.47 | 397.5% /$19.12 | 312.5% / 325% / $10.21
$12.47

AUG 25 475% / $29.40 400% / $15.96 487.5% / $23.45 | 425% / $16.96 | 400% / $12.56

SEP ‘25 662.5% / $41.01 | 637.5% / $25.44 | 625% / $30.06 612.5% / 637.5% / $20.02
$24.44

(Benchmark Tariff)

NEW ORLEANS — BATON ROUGE HARBORS

Vessel and barge activity operating normally. The gauge in Nola is hovering around 12 feet
at which point some safety protocols kick in such as daylight mooring/unmooring at mid

stream terminals.

Bar Pilots: Recommended maximum loading draft: 50 Feet.
Crescent Pilots: Recommended maximum loading draft: 50 Feet.

NOBRA Pilots: Recommended loading draft is as follows: 50 feet from New Orleans to Mile 175 ; 47 Feet from Mile 175 - Mile 180; 45 feet from Mile 180 to Mile 234. Vessels with a draft of 41 feet or greater are required to transit the Baton Rouge Harbor (Mile 180 -
Mile 234) during daylight hours only.

TROPICS and ATLANTIC HURRICANE SEASON 2025

It is still very early to forecast potential Hurricane activity for this season that starts end June. Early projections

call for activity to be slightly above average. However, there are key elements that will ultimately determine the

number, location, and strength of the storms. Neither La Nina nor EI Nino patterns are in play this year, both are neutral.

The real key is location of summer High pressure that sits somewhere in the Atlantic called Bermuda High. The development
and exact position of the typically occurring Bermuda High has great influence on storms and storm tracks. Last year,

a lot of storm activity was forecast for the Gulf of Mexico . Ultimately, the Bermuda High positioned itself in a perfect location

that prevented most storms from entering in the Gulf.
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